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Greenlng Up Your Parties
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Parties and family gatherings are a joyous time, but often these festivities create lots of extra waste. From
Thanksgiving to New Year’s alone, the average household generates 25% more trash than any other time
of the year.

Follow these tips to change the way you celebrate special occasions for a cleaner environment.
PLANNING YOUR PARTY
=> Send electronic invitations — many free options are available online.

= Ask guests to RSVP so you can plan for the right amount of food.

SHOPPING FOR SUPPLIES

=> Plan your shopping in advance so you make fewer trips to the store.
= Rent or borrow party games, tables and decorations instead of buying new.

= Choose locally grown food. Purchase produce from a farmer’s market or ask your bakery
if it uses local ingredients. Many farmers provide local food year-round.

= Iflocal food is not available, choose organic food sourced in the USA.

= Buy non-perishable food in bulk or large volumes.

RETHINK” RethinkRecycling.com/events

RECYCLING.

Visit our website for more Lldeas on greenlhg up your meetings.
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HOSTING YOUR PARTY

= Turn down the heat before guests arrive.
=> Encourage guests to carpool or use mass transit.
= Use reusable dishes, glasses, utensils and linens. You can rent, borrow or buy them secondhand.

=> Place clearly marked recycling bins next to trash cans. (Contact Ramsey County at
651.266.1199 to borrow free recycling bins for your next event)

=> Send leftover food home with guests and compost your food scraps.

GIFT GIVING

=> Purchase or make your own greeting cards from recycled paper. Avoid greeting cards,
which require special disposal.

=> Send electronic greeting cards — many free options are available online.
= Give the gift of an experience, such as tickets to a sporting event or membership to the zoo.

=> Create personal “gift of time” coupons for a service or talent you can offer, such as free
babysitting, housecleaning for a day, or cooking lessons.

= Look for gifts that are long-lasting, non-toxic or energy-saving.

GIFT WRAPPING

=> Use recyclable wrapping material like the comics section of the newspaper.
=> Reuse decorative boxes and gift bags.

-> Reuse packing peanuts or bubble wrap for packing material, or crumple some pages of a
newspaper ad insert or magazine.

=> Reuse bows, ribbons and gift tags from previous gifts.

=> Make the present a part of the wrapping, like wrapping a kitchen tool inside a dish towel and
tying it together with ribbon.
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